CONTOOCOOK VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
Office of the Superintendent of Schools
106 Hancock Road, Peterborough, NH 03458-1197

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
October 15, 2018
SAU Boardroom
5:30 PM

Minutes

Committee Members:

Richard Dunning, Bernd Foecking, Janine Lesser, Niki McGettigan, Linda Quintanilha, and
Crista Salamy (Chair)

Present: Crista Salamy, Richard Dunning, Bernd Foecking, Janine Lesser, Niki
McGettigan, Linda Quintanilha, Stephan Morrissey, Myron Steere, Dr. Ann
Forrest, Cari Christian-Coates, Rich Cahoon, Elizabeth Ring-Fortin, Tim
Iwanowicz, Dorene Decibus, Sarah Grossi, Kathie Morrocco

Crista Salamy called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m.

5:30 Approval of September 17, 2018 Minutes

Dick Dunning moved to approve the minutes of September 17, 2018. Janine Lesser
second. Unanimous.

5:35 Middle School Inquiry Groups

Related to exploring educational equity in the middle schools

Elizabeth Ring-Fortin, Tim lwanowicz, and Dorene Decibus presented on the collaboration
between the two schools (SMS and GBS). Letitia Rice is also part of this group.

Tim Iwanowicz reported that the initial impetus was to resolve the age old issue about the
perceived inequities between GBS and SMS.

Group work among middle school teachers took place to learn more and provide direction.
Great things came out of meeting; the group enjoyed collaborating together to learn more.
This was teacher led inquiry.

Six PLC groups evolved; 3 groups on competencies, one each in the areas of equity,
advisory, and middle school models.

The middle school model group is still in the research stage.

The equity group split in half to conduct their research on socioeconomics and looking at
other schools while the other synthesized the data collected. Data continues to be
analyzed.



What is equity?

Ann Forrest said that where consistency is needed across the middle schools was looked
at. They will not be identical. Decisions on where the two schools need to be consistent is
important.

Another example was shared should the students be required to read a book and one
student needed a braille book.

The group was urged to consider equity and not equality as the focus. Do kids get what
they need to get where they need to go?

Caution was shared about looking at inequities dependent on how materials or products
(ex. mountain bikes) are arrived at. Fundraising opportunities afford certain things to
happen in one school that might not in another.

Which differences are justified and which are not? What is the measure that determines
one way is better than another in a school? What does it mean to be a middle school
student in the ConVal School System is the question? An example might best exemplify
the question when considering advisories. Advisory is different from one grade to another.

Advisories — work is being done to survey how both schools look at advisories. Data is
being analyzed.

Competencies — research has been done on what competencies mean, looking at models,
shifts in schools, what the high school is doing, the strategic plan, and review the state
website about competencies. Visits to other schools will take place. A rubric was
developed on Habits of Work that looked at meeting deadlines, participation, meeting
quality standards, behavior, and social/civic expectations. This is tied to report card
ratings. Piloting is underway to determine specific expectations; executive function.

Next steps include the PLC’s meeting for an equivalent of one day per quarter. New hires
will meet with the group leaders and join one of the inquiry groups. Facilitators will meet to
share out on the progress. Habits of Work Rubric will be piloted.

This will return to the Education Committee at the end of the year to report on findings.

5:45 Status of SWIFT

Related to a request made during the August 2018 School Board Retreat. Also
related to SP Focus Area 2.1.

Sarah Grossi, Kathie Morrocco, and Cari Christian-Coates reported on the status of SWIFT
(Schoolwide Integrated Framework for Transformation). It is a framework for helping
organize everything we do.

Domain features (5) include administrative leadership, multi-tiered system of support,
integrated educational framework, family & community engagement, and inclusive policy
structure and practice.

Non-negotiables include the ability for each building to have a SWIFT Leadership Team.
Annual SWIFT Practices were shared.



FIA (Fidelity Integrity Assessment) is a tool used to assess where the school currently falls
in each of the five domains. Once complete, a facilitator reviews the opinions and
suggestions of where one believes a school falls. Discussion takes place. A determination
of where a school falls results. The focus of work becomes clear.

What is the Multi-Tiered System of Support? It is an educational system with a tiered
infrastructure that uses data to help match academic and behavioral support to students’
needs.

A suggestion was made that a definition of what SWIFT is and what it is not should be well
communicated to parents.

Changing the name is under consideration. Funding is no longer available in NH. SWIFT
is not a program. 60 second videos are available on the SWIFT website www.swift.org

Discussion took place about misconceptions about what SWIFT is and is not. Some in the
community believe that SWIFT prevents students from being removed from a classroom for
poor behavior. While SWIFT actually helps organize and make it equitable why a student
would be removed from a classroom.

SWIFT does not prevent us from removing students from a classroom nor will SWIFT
prevent class leveling at the high school.

Discussion took place about the different level of need that students have to be successful.
Focus was on behavioral support.

Significant behavior issues exist in our schools. The district provides various levels of
support to the students and for some, to their families as well.

6:00 Fidelity Integrity Assessment (FIA)

Related to a request made during the August 2018 School Board Retreat. Also
related to SP Focus Area 2.1.

Discussed under Status of SWIFT above.
6:15 | Policies Needing Review

| Policies need review. As an example, IMBC: Alternative Credit Options, needs review to
determine credits that may be earned through alternative methods. Other policies need
review. Other policies include IHBH and IMBA. One policy is referred to but does not exist.
Consistency is needed. In addition, the number of credits through VLACS needs to be
stated if it is limited.

Great discussion took place about the need to address these things. Should we update
policy language to reflect the modern world?

Recommended actions include the approval of student handbooks. Reviewing policy and
making a recommendation, adopting a distance learning policy, policy and handbook
language on VLACS should be drawn.

To what degree are we going to use ConVal resources to support students taking VLAC
courses?



Distance Learning Policy development is a priority.  IBMA will be addressed at the next
meeting.

The Education Committee should read through the policy and report on any issue that
arises from reading. Questions should be sent to Crista Salamy and Ann Forrest. Ann
suggested those that serve on both the Policy and the Ed Committee meet. Input to Crista
and Ann should be shared by October 19t

6:30 Other

None.

Bernd Foecking motioned to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. Dick Dunning second.
Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Marschok
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IHBH - Extended Learning Opportunities

Purpose

The Board encourages students to pursue Extended Learning Opportunities (ELO) as a means
of acquiring knowledge and skills through instruction or study that is outside the

traditional classroom methodology. Extended Learning Opportunities may include, but are not
limited to, independent study, private instruction, performing groups, internships, community
service, apprenticeships, online courses/distance education, or other opportunities approved by
the Superintendent or his/her designee, in conjunction with Board policies.

The purpose of Extended Learning Opportunities is to provide educational experiences that

are meaningful and relevant, and that provide students with opportunities to explore and achieve
at high levels. In order to maximize student achievement and meet diverse pathways for
learning, this policy permits students to employ Extended Learning Opportunities that are
stimulating and intellectually challenging, and that enable students to fulfill or exceed the
expectations set forth by State minimum standards and applicable Board policies.

Roles and Responsibilities

All programs of study must meet or exceed the proficiencies and skills identified by the

New Hampshire State Board of Education, applicable rules and regulations of the Department
of Education, and all applicable Board policies. All programs of study proposed through

this program shall have specific instructional objectives aligned with the State minimum
standards and the District’s curriculum standards. All Extended Learning Opportunities will
comply with applicable laws and regulations, including child labor laws and regulations
governing occupational safety.

Students wishing to pursue programs of study under these guidelines must first present

their proposal to the school’s ELO Coordinator(s) for approval. The name and contact
information for the school’s ELO Coordinator(s) will be found in the Student/Parent Handbook
and by contacting the Principal’s Office and/or the Guidance Department. The designated ELO
Coordinator will assist students in preparing the application form and other necessary paperwork.

The Principal and/or designee will have primary responsibility and authority for ensuring
the implementation of Extended Learning Opportunities and all aspects of such programs.
The Principal will determine who will be responsible for approving student eligibility and
such approval will include a consideration of the overall benefits, costs, advantages and
disadvantages to both the student and the district.

Students approved for an extended learning opportunity must have parental/guardian
permission to participate in such a program. Such permission will be granted through

a Memorandum of Understanding for Educational Services signed by the parent/legal
guardian and returned to the district before beginning the program.




All extended learning opportunities, including the cost of fees, books, and transportation,
not initiated and designed by the District, shall be the financial responsibility of the student or
his/her parent/legal guardian.

High School Extended Learning Opportunities

Extended Learning Opportunities may be taken for credit or may be taken to supplement
regular academic courses. If the Extended Learning Opportunity is taken for credit, the
provisions of Policy IMBC, Alternative Credit Options, will apply. The granting of credit shall
be based on a student’s mastery of course competencies, as defined by Policies

ILBA, Assessment ofEducational Programs, and ILBAA, High School Competency
Assessments as evaluated by Highly Qualified Teachers.

Extended Learning Opportunities may also be used to fulfill prerequisite requirements
for advanced classes based on competencies evaluated by a Highly Qualified Teacher.

The Principal and/or designee will review and determine credits that will be awarded

for extended learning opportunities towards the attainment of a high school

diploma. Parents/Guardians and/or students may appeal decisions rendered by the Principal
within the provisions below (see appeal process).

Students electing independent study, college coursework, internships, or other extended
learning opportunities that are held off the high school campus will be responsible for providing
their own transportation to and from the off-campus site.

Students approved for off-campus extended learning opportunities are responsible for

their personal safety and well-being. Extended learning opportunities at off-campus sites will
require a signed agreement among the school, the student, and a designated agent of the third-
party host. The agreement should specify the roles and responsibilities of each party.

Program Integrity

In order to insure the integrity of the learning experience approved under this program,

the student will be required periodically or upon demand to provide evidence of progress

and attendance. The Principal, or designee, will be responsible for certifying course completion
and the award of credits consistent with the District’s policies on graduation.

If a student is unable to complete the extended learning opportunity for valid reasons,
the Principal, or designee, or assigned Highly Qualified Teacher will evaluate the
experience completed to date and make a determination for the award of partial credit or
recommend an alternative experience.

If a student ceases to attend or is unable to complete the extended learning opportunity
for insufficient reason (lack of effort, failure to follow through, indecision, etc.), the
school’s existing grading procedures will be followed.



In order to certify completion of co-curricular programs and activities based upon

specific instructional objectives aligned to the standards, the school will develop appropriate
mechanisms to document student progress and program completion on student grade report
records.

Students transferring from other schools who request acceptance of course credits
awarded through similar extended learning opportunity programs shall have their transcripts
evaluated by the Guidance Counselor and Principal.

Legal References:

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.04(a)(13), Extended Learning Opportunities
NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.26(f), Extended Learning Opportunities —
Middle School NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.27(b)(4), Extended Learning
Opportunities — High School

Category: R
See also IHBI, ILBA, ILBAA, IMBC
1st Read: October 28, 2008

2nd Read: December 2, 2008
Adopted: December 2, 2008



IHBI - Alternative Learning Plans

Purpose

In an effort to reduce the number of students who do not complete the requirements to graduate from high
school and earn a diploma, the Board establishes a program for Alternative Learning Plans for students to
obtain either a high school diploma or its equivalent. The start of a multi-year plan can be initiated at any

point in the students high school enrollment.

Alternative Learning Plans may include, but are not limited to, extended learning opportunities,
independent study, private instruction, performing groups, internships, community service,
apprenticeships, online courses/distance education, or other opportunities approved by the Superintendent
or his/her designee, in conjunction with Board policies.

The purposes of Alternative Learning Plans are to provide students with educational experiences that are
meaningful, to provide students with opportunities to explore and achieve at high levels, and to meet State
and District requirements to obtain a high school diploma or its equivalent. In order to maximize student
achievement, this policy permits students to

employ Alternative Learning Plans that fulfill or exceed the expectations set forth by State minimum
standards and applicable Board policy.

Alternative Learning Plans may include Extended Learning Opportunities taken for credit or taken to
supplement regular academic courses. If the Alternative Learning Plan includes Extended Learning
Opportunities taken for credit, the provisions of Policy IMBC will apply. The granting of credit shall be
based on a student’s mastery of course competencies, as defined by

Policies ILBA and ILBAA. Highly Qualified Teachers must authorize the granting of credit for learning
accomplished through Extended Learning Opportunities. If credit is not granted, the extended learning
opportunity may be used to fulfill prerequisite requirements for other courses.

Roles and Responsibilities

Teachers, guidance counselors and administrators should inform students of the District’s promotion of
Alternative Learning Plans and similar programs. Students expressing interest in pursuing such a plan or
program should be referred to the guidance department, principal, or the principal’s designee(s).

The guidance counselor or principal’s designee is responsible for assisting students and their
parents/guardians in preparing Application Forms and other necessary paperwork for Alternative
Learning Plans. The Alternative Learning Plan components will be determined through a team consisting
of student, school personnel, parent/guardian and other appropriate people based on individual student
need.

Students approved for Alternative Learning Plans must have parental/guardian permission to participate
in such a program. Such permission will be granted through a Memorandum of Understanding for
Educational Services signed by the parent/legal guardian and returned to the district before beginning the
program, as a part of the approved Alternative Learning Plan. For Alternative Learning Plans that require
off-campus attendance, the District will require a signed agreement among the school, the student, and a
designated agent of the third-party host. The agreement should specify the roles and responsibilities of
each party.

The principal or principal’s designee and the designated team will have primary responsibility and
authority for approval and implementation of Alternative Learning Plans and will oversee all aspects of
such programs.



Alternative Learning Plan components shall have specific instructional objectives aligned with the State
minimum standards and District curriculum standards. All Alternative Learning Plans will comply with
applicable laws and regulations, including child labor laws and regulations governing occupational safety.

Approved Alternative Learning Plans and credits awarded toward the attainment of a high school diploma
or its equivalent shall be reviewed and approved by the principal.

Parents/guardians and/or students may appeal decisions rendered by the principal within the provisions
set forth below.

Students engaged in Alternative Learning Plans will remain as enrolled students of their district.
Alternative Learning Plans that are approved by the district become the responsibility of the district to
implement, and may include associated costs.

Approval Process

1. The student/parent/guardian seeking an Alternative Learning Plan shall meet with the guidance
counselor or principal to discuss Alternative Learning Plan options and initiate the formation of
an Alternative Learning Plan team. In the case of a Special Education student, the team will
include the IEP Team. The Team, including student and parent/guardian, will meet to design the
Alternative Learning Plan designed to enable the student to remain enrolled in school and
complete educational requirements.

2. The Principal will review the paperwork and will determine whether or not to approve the
Alternative Learning Plan. If Special Education, the Principal will review the paperwork in
conjunction with the IEP Team. The Principal’s decision will be made within ten (10) days of
receipt of the paperwork. The student and parent/guardian will be notified in writing of
the decision. If additional information is requested, the information must be submitted within ten
(10) days of receipt of the request.

3. It is the student’s responsibility to maintain academic standing and enrollment in the approved
program. Any failure to complete an approved program may jeopardize the student’s ability to
remain in the program and receive credit towards obtaining a high school diploma or its
equivalent. In the case of a Special Education student, the program placement
determination will be made by the IEP Team. The student and parent/guardian recognize that in
the event the student withdraws from an approved program, the District cannot guarantee
placement in an equivalent District-offered course.

4. The District reserves the right to determine the number of credits to be awarded. The course name
and actual grade earned will be noted on the student’s official transcript.

Evaluation Criteria
At a minimum, all Alternative Learning Plans must meet the following criteria:

Provides for proper administration and supervision of the program or plan
Provides that certified school personnel oversee and monitor the program
Requirement that each extended learning opportunity, if included in the Alternative Learning
Plan, meets rigorous standards, including the minimum standards established by the State Board
of Education and all other applicable District standards

e Includes age-appropriate academic rigor and the flexibility to incorporate the pupil’s interests and
manner of learning

¢ Are developed and amended, if necessary, in consultation with the pupil, a school guidance
counselor, the school principal and at least one parent or guardian of the pupil



If the submitted plan is rejected, the Principal will provide the student/parents with a rationale as to why
the proposal was rejected. Students whose application has been denied by the Principal may appeal that
decision to the Superintendent.

Program Integrity

In order to insure the integrity of the learning experience approved under this program, the student will be
required periodically or upon demand to provide evidence of progress. The principal will be responsible
for certifying completion of the plan or program and the award of credits, consistent with the District’s
policies on graduation.

If a student is unable to complete the Alternative Learning Plan for valid reasons, the principal will
evaluate the experience completed to date and make a determination for the award of partial credit or
recommend an alternative experience. The principal will determine the validity of such reasons on a case-
by-case basis.

If a student ceases to attend or is unable to complete Alternative Learning Plan for insufficient reason
(lack of effort, failure to follow through, indecision, etc.), the principal may determine that the student’s
transcript be adjusted to reflect the experience as a failure.

In order to certify completion of curricular programs and activities based upon specific instructional
objectives aligned to the standards, the principal will develop appropriate mechanisms to document
student progress and program completion on student personnel

records.

Legal References:
RSA 193:1, Duty of Parent; Compulsory Attendance By Student

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.04(a) (13), Extended Learning Opportunities

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.27(6)(4), Extended Learning Opportunities — High
School

Category: P

See Also: IKF, IMBA, IMBC

1st Reading: October 28, 2008
2nd Reading: March 31, 2009

Adopted: March 31, 2009
Contoocook Valley School Boar



THBG — Home Education Instruction
Eligibility

The School Board recognizes the right of parents to pursue home education within the parameters RSA
193-A and other applicable state laws and regulations.

Enrollment Procedures

Any parent commencing a home education program for a child who withdraws from the School District
shall notify the New Hampshire Department of Education, the Superintendent, or a non-public school
within five (5) business days of commencing the home education program. Such notification shall include
the names, addresses and birth dates of all children who are participating in the home education program.
If notice is provided to the Superintendent, he/she will acknowledge receipt of notification within
fourteen (14) days.

Annual notification of intent to home education is not required.

If requested by the parent, the Superintendent will assist parents in making such notification and in
complying with applicable statutory requirements.

State attendance laws and District attendance policies shall apply to all students within the District until
the commissioner of education, the Superintendent, or principal of a non-public school receives notice
from a student’s parent/guardian of the commencement of a home education program, consistent with the
requirements of RSA 193-A:5.

Evaluation Procedures

Parents electing to request the School District’s participation in the annual evaluation must make
arrangements to do so with the appropriate building Administrator prior to the end of the public school
year, provided the School District is acting as the participating agency. In this case, the Superintendent
shall provide evaluation services, if the parent so requests. If the District is not acting as the participating
agency, the Superintendent shall provide evaluation services at his/her discretion.

The Superintendent will review the results of the annual education evaluation of children in home
educational programs. If the home-educated child has not demonstrated educational progress, the
Superintendent will notify the parent in writing that educational progress has not been achieved.
Likewise, the Superintendent or his/her designee will notify the parent in writing within 21 days of the
evaluation if the child has demonstrated educational progress.

The Superintendent will ensure that the evaluation includes all information, dates and signatures required
by state statute and/or regulation.

Parents shall maintain a portfolio of records and materials relative to the home education program and
must provide for an annual evaluation documenting the child’s demonstration of educational progress at a
level commensurate with the child’s age and ability, in accordance with RSA 193-A and NH Code of
Administrative Rules, Section Ed 315.

Re-enrollment into the School District




Parents deciding to re-enroll their children into the school district following a period of home education
will make arrangements with the Principal for an evaluation to determine appropriate placement in the
District’s program. Placements will be consistent with the School Board policy governing student
placements (NHSBA Sample Policy JG) and are subject to the same appeal process.

Parents should be attentive that when re-enrolling a student, there may be discrepancies between the home
schooling level of achievement and the scope and sequence of the District’s curriculum.

Graduation/Diplomas

The School Board will not award certificates or diplomas to home educated student. Students must enter
the regular school program and complete all necessary graduation requirements of the District and the
state to be eligible for a certificate or diploma.

Participation in school curricular and co-curricular activities

Regulations regarding the participation of home education students in District curricular and extra-
curricular programs are established in Appendix [HBG-R. The Superintendent is charged with
establishing such regulations. Consistent with RSA 193:1-c, any regulations shall not be more restrictive
for non-public or home educated pupils than they are for students enrolled in the District.

Legal References:

RSA 193-4, Home Education

RSA4 193:1, Duty of Parent; Compulsory Attendance by Pupil

RSA 193:1-a, Dual Enrollment

RSA 193:1-c, Access to Public School Programs by Nonpublic or Home Educated Pupils

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 315, Procedures for the Operation of Home Education
Programs

Appendix IHBG-R

Category: R
See also JG, JH

1st Read: November 5, 2013
2nd Read: December 3, 2013
Adopted: December 3, 2013



ILBA — ASSESSMENT OF EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

The Superintendent or his/her SAU level designee will develop and manage an assessment
framework and program that provides ongoing evaluation of the effectiveness of the curriculum
on improving student performance. The program must adhere to the processes for selection, use
and interpretation of assessment instruments, including both local and statewide assessment
tools. The program must be aligned with the goals of the School District and be designed to
assess each student’s progress toward meeting the defined curriculum objectives.

Administration and Use of Assessment Instruments

The assessment program will include an approximate schedule for statewide assessments. The
schedule will be distributed to staff and the Board at the beginning of the school year.

Each building principal will provide assurance that test procedures are followed at the school
level, including the distribution and collection of test materials, test security, use of test results
and testing dates as well as other pertinent requirements. Disabled students must be provided the
opportunity to participate in all student assessments. Any modifications in administration should
be made and documented during the Individualized Education Program (IEP) review.

Assessment Results

Assessment results will be analyzed and used with other data for the following purposes:

To identify individual student strengths and weaknesses in skill development;
To diagnose strengths and weaknesses of groups;

To individualize instruction;

To report progress to parents;

To select curriculum materials;

To set the pace of instruction;

To select methods of instruction;

To counsel students;

To help determine revisions needed in the curriculum.

Interpretation of Assessment Instruments

The Superintendent or SAU designee will ensure that data from the student assessment program
is compiled, analyzed, summarized, and reported to the Board annually. The Superintendent or
designee is responsible for the scores of individual students and they shall be made available
only to appropriate personnel within the school in which the student is enrolled and to parent(s)
or legal guardian(s) of each student as provided by law. Interpretation of test results shall be
made available to parents and students.

The Board will provide funding for the student assessment program, including professional
development for teachers in the use of tools to understand assessment results, to adjust
instruction to meet personalized needs of students, and to monitor progress. The Superintendent



will provide an ongoing evaluation of the assessment program, and will provide regular reports
to the Board showing the effectiveness of the curriculum on improving student performance.

Evaluation of Assessment Instruments
The Superintendent will evaluate the instructional programs annually in accordance with Board

policies and state guidelines. He/she shall have the responsibility to report annually to the Board
on the progress the District is making towards the attainment of its educational goals.

Legal References:

RSA 193-C, Statewide Education Improvement and Assessment Program

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.24(b)(1), Local Assessment

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed 306.24(c)(4), Evaluation of Curriculum
Category: R

1 Read: November 17, 2015

2" Read: December 1,2015

Adopted: December 1, 2015



ILBAA — High School Competency Assessments

For the purpose of assessing high school course work through student demonstration of course
competencies, the following definitions are established:

Course Level Competency: a statement of an essential understanding and/or skill that must be learned at a
proficiency or mastery level.

Performance-Based Assessment: a process by which a student demonstrates learning of course
competencies at a proficiency or mastery level.

Proficiency/Mastery: the level of evidence acceptable as a demonstration of student learning relative to
course competencies.

Course credit will be awarded through demonstration at a proficiency/mastery level of a student’s
learning the essential knowledge/skills (competencies) in a given course. Such credit may be used to
fulfill prerequisites for other courses. However, credit will not be given for a course in a subject area
lower in sequence than one for which the student has already earned credit.

A student’s academic grade in a course will be factored into that student’s grade point average.

Students who are involved in an approved Extended Learning Opportunity to satisfy course requirements
in whole or in part shall demonstrate proficiency/mastery through a method or methods approved by a
highly qualified instructor. Competency assessments will be selected, conducted, and reviewed by a
highly qualified instructor in conjunction with the provisions of

Policy ILBA.

Assessments shall be aligned with clearly defined educational standards that specify what students should
know and be able to do. The assessment items and tasks shall be valid and appropriate representations of
the competencies students are expected to learn. Assessment standards, procedures, and uses shall be
equitable for all students.

Legal Reference:

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section ED. 306.27(d), Mastery of Required Competencies
See Also: ILBA

1st Reading: October 28, 2008

2nd Reading: December 2, 2008
Adopted: December 2, 2008



IMBC — Alternative Credit Options

The School Board encourages increased educational options for students. Credits may be earned through
alternative methods outside of regular classroom-based instruction offered by the district schools.
Awarding of credits to be applied toward high school graduation will be determined by the high school
principal, and will be granted only if the request fulfills the following:

The request is submitted with a plan to achieve competency that meets or exceeds the rigorous
academic standards required by the school for students enrolled in a credit course offered by the
school.

The plan includes clear expectations for performance.

The plan includes clearly defined methods and expectations for assessment.

Verification of the plan’s merit can be evaluated in a timely fashion and does not cause
unnecessary burden of the resources of the administration.

Students earning credit via alternative methods will participate in all assessments required by the
statewide education improvement and assessment program.

The Board directs the Superintendent or his/her designee to establish regulations and procedures for
implementing this policy that will include:

Definitions of allowable alternative learning opportunities

Reasonable limits on the number of approved alternative courses that can be administered each
school year — school-wide and per student

The number of alternative credits each student may use toward graduation requirements
Application and approval process

Criteria for determining which requests satisfy a particular subject area requirement
Identification of person(s) responsible for approval, supervision, and monitoring progress
Requirements that alternative opportunities meet the same rigorous academic outcomes as
traditional classroom delivery

Assurance of equal access for all students

Assurance that approved alternative learning opportunities are consistent with all policies of the
District

The procedure will be made public on the ConVal District web site and within the ConVal
Regional High School Student Handbook.

It is the policy of the Board that alternative methods for awarding of credit may include:

Competency testing in lieu of enrollment under the provisions of Policy ILBAA
Interdisciplinary credit

Satisfactory completion of course requirements at another public school district, an approved
private school, or a home-schooling experience

Transfer of credits earned by students before enrolling in the district, such as student moving into
New Hampshire from another state or country

Extended Learning Opportunities under the provision of Policy IHBH

Online/virtual learning opportunities under the provisions of Policy IMBA

College Credit/Duel Credit

Early College



o Middle School acceleration to the extent that the course work exceeds the requirements for
seventh or eighth grade, is consistent with the related high school course(s), and the student
achieves satisfactory standards of performance.

If the student demonstrates knowledge and abilities on a placement pre-test developed by the school
district for a particular course, the student shall not receive credit for the course, but shall be allowed to
take a more advanced level of the subject or an elective.

Funding

Unless otherwise recommended by the Superintendent or his/her designee and approved by the Board,
under ordinary circumstances students or their parents/guardians are responsible for all related expenses
including tuition and textbooks. The District may pay the fee for expelled students who are permitted to

take courses in alternative settings. If paid by the District, and the course is not completed, the student
must reimburse the District for expenses.

Legal Reference:

NH Code of Administrative Rules, Section Ed. 306.04(a)(13), Alternative Means of Earning Credit
Category: P

See also [HBH, [HBI, ILBA, ILBAA

1st Reading: June 3, 2014

2nd Reading: August 19, 2014
Adopted: August 19, 2014



